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SATAN’S ATTACKS
ON YOUNG PEOPLE

Mike Hisaw

INTRODUCTION1

Satan is the enemy of all that is holy (Lk. 10:19). He is a greedy
foe. Peter admonished: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Solomon wrote: “Hell and destruction are never
full” (Pro. 27:20). Just as the hadean realm never stops admitting the
souls of the dead—it never has a “No Vacancy” sign outside of
it—Satan is never satisfied with the souls he holds captive (2 Tim.
2:26). He is always after more souls (Job 1:7). He is after all hu-
mans—men, women, rich, poor, old and young. Consider Satan’s
attacks on young people.

SATAN IS AFTER MAN EVEN FROM HIS YOUTH
Some teach that Satan has all men from conception. Calvinism has

as one of its fundamental tenants the doctrine of “Total Hereditary
Depravity.” It states that all of Adam’s descendants are tainted with a
“sin nature” which compels them to evil and hinders them from even
having the desire to do good. Many passages are wrested and enlisted
in a futile attempt to prove this.

David penitently wrote: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps. 51:5). This is a sugar-stick
passage of hereditary-depravity advocates. However, this passage does
not place the sin on David. Acts 2:8 serves as a great commentary. The
devout Jews questioned: “And how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born?” Were these Jews born speaking
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particular languages? No, they were born in regions where these
languages were spoken. So with David; he was born in a sinful world.
Just as being born in a corn field does not make one corn, so being born
in a sinful world does not make one a sinner.

Psalm 58:3 reads: “The wicked are estranged from the womb: they
go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies.” On the surface this
appears to support the notion of inherited sin. However, David’s use of
hyperbole (exaggeration for the sake of emphasis) when contending
that sinners err from birth is clear by observing that those under
consideration are “speaking lies.” No newborn can speak lies. There-
fore, since “speaking lies” is the sin that separates them from God, it
cannot be true that infants are estranged. David is simply saying that sin
starts early in life.

Children are spiritually safe and pure before God. Jesus rebuked:
“Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of
such is the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 19:14). The kingdom is composed
of purified souls (Acts 2:47). Jesus said that children are like those who
make up the kingdom. Therefore, children are pure.

No, Satan does not have men from conception. Children are created
pure in the womb, for they receive their souls from God (Zech. 12:1;
Heb. 12:9) Who is Himself sinless (Zeph. 3:5). “Lo, this only have I
found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many
inventions,” Solomon stated (Ecc. 7:29). Children do not inherit sin
from their parents in the womb. Ezekiel wrote: “The soul that sinneth,
it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father” (Ezek.
18:20). Children do not sin while in their mothers’ wombs. It is said of
Jacob and Esau: “For the children being not yet born, neither having
done any good or evil” (Rom. 9:11). Children do not sin until they
reach the age of responsibility. Paul said: “For I was alive without the
law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died”
(Rom. 7:9). There was a time when Paul was alive without the law;
when was that? It was that period of time when he had “no knowledge
between good and evil” (Deut. 1:39), i.e., the time between his
conception and when he reached the age of accountability. However,
when he reached the point in his life when God would hold him
accountable, “the commandment came,” i.e., he became amenable to
God’s law, he then sinned and died spiritually (Eph. 2:1).

Though Satan has none from infancy, he starts pursuing people
early in life. Eventually he gains all. “We know that we are of God, and
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the whole world lieth in the evil one” (1 Jn. 5:19, ASV). Sin starts at a
relatively young age, “for the imagination of man's heart is evil from
his youth” (Gen. 8:21). Also, Jeremiah wrote: “I spake unto thee in thy
prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner
from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice” (Jer. 22:21). Youth
can be a time of grievous sin. David prayed: “Remember not the sins
of my youth, nor my transgressions” (Ps. 25:7). Job said: “For thou
writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities
of my youth” (Job 13:26).

SATAN’S SNARES FOR YOUTH
Satan entices men to engage in sin (1 Cor. 7:5). In fact, he does so

much of it that he is called “the tempter” (1 Thess. 3:5). These sins
“entangle” men (2 Pet. 2:20-22) and are “the snare of the devil” (1 Tim.
3:7; 2 Tim. 2:26). Certain sins have a particular appeal to youth. Paul
commanded the relatively young Timothy (1 Tim. 4:12), “Flee also
youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22). Consider some of Satan’s chief snares for
young people.
Alcohol

Drinking alcohol is extremely common among young people in
high school and college. Unfortunately, many (even some in the
church) try to defend the moderate consumption of alcohol. The Bible
does sanction drinking alcohol in one case. Paul encouraged Timothy
to “use a little wine for [his] stomach's sake and [his] often infirmities”
(1 Tim. 5:23). The medicinal use of alcohol is legitimate. However,
drinking alcohol for any other reason is sinful. Solomon wrote: “Wine
is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby
is not wise” (Pro. 20:1). Carefully note that Solomon did not say that
“drunkenness is a mocker,” but did say “wine is a mocker.” Drinking
alcohol in any amount is sin. Proverbs 23:29-35 is a very clear Biblical
statement on drinking.

Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who
hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath
redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to
seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
when it giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.
At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.
Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall
utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in
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the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.
They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they
have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek
it yet again.

God forbad an Israelite from even looking with desire upon
fermented wine (Pro. 23:31). If God forbad looking with desire upon
wine, do you not suppose that He forbad drinking it? Solomon likens
it to a biting serpent (elapid) and to a stinging adder (viper). Just as one
cannot play with poisonous snakes without being hurt, alcohol can
irreparably destroy young people’s lives.
Sex

The sexual relationship is a gift of God to married people (Sol.
5:1), and only to married people. Sex is sinful outside of the marriage
relationship (Heb. 13:4). Youth is a time when the sexual temptation is
great. Especially is this true in our twenty-first-century America. Jesus
called the first-century Jews a “wicked and adulterous generation” (Mt.
16:4). Our nation can be so described, too. Sexual taboos are disappear-
ing. Sex is viewed so casually that it is used to sell almost every
product. So many have “eyes full of adultery” (2 Pet. 2:14), they view
every woman as a possible partner. Young people need frequently to
read Genesis 39 in which Joseph, a young man, resisted the sexual
advances of Potipher’s wife. He said: “[H]ow then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9). Fornication is a far
reaching sin. Obviously, it is against God since it is a violation of His
law (1 Jn. 3:4). David, referring to his adultery with Bethsheba, said to
God: “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy
sight” (Ps. 51:4). It is also a sin against the fornicator (Hab. 2:10), but
it is unique among sins in the dishonor that it brings upon the body.
“Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth
fornication sinneth against his own body” (1 Cor. 6:18). Paul further
wrote: “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves” (Rom. 1:24). Fornication is a sin against one’s partner
because he/she is enabled to sin. Jesus warned: “But whoso shall offend
one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that
a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in
the depth of the sea” (Mt. 18:6). Guarding the mind is indispensable if
one is going to avoid sexual sin. This is true because fornication
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originates in the heart (Mt. 15:19). Knowing this, Job said: “I made a
covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?” (Job
31:1). Self-control is an essential in combating fornication. Paul stated
this in 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, saying: “For this is the will of God, even
your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: That every
one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and
honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which
know not God.” The “vessel” of this passage is the body. Without self-
control, one is a sitting duck for fornication. “He that hath no rule over
his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls”
(Pro. 25:28). Do not allow your body to become fornication’s slave.
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it
in the lusts thereof” (Rom. 6:12).

Dancing must be avoided if one is going to “flee fornication”
(1 Cor. 6:18). Dancing causes one to run toward fornication. “But I say
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart” (Mt. 5:28). If Jesus
forbad the look that leads to lust, would He allow the movement
(dancing) that leads to lust?
Entertainment

Our society is obsessed with pleasure. Many are “lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 Tim. 3:4). Not all entertainment
is lawful before God. When Herod Antipas allowed his step-daughter
to dance before those attending his birthday party, he provided sinful
entertainment (Mt. 14:6). Paul challenged: “But fornication, and all
uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as
becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting,
which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks” (Eph. 5:3-4).
Note that Paul forbad the church from speaking lightly about evils like
fornication and engaging in off-color, sexual humor. Yet, this is the
subject matter of a lot of modern entertainment. Jeremiah said that the
Jews “weary themselves to commit iniquity” (Jer. 9:5). This perfectly
describes Hollywood. They work overtime to try to figure out how to
make movies more perverse that they might draw greater crowds. It is
sometimes argued that the movies and music are art, thinking that this
justifies their filth. Isaiah sternly said: “Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil” (Isa. 5:20). An advisory is sometimes run before
movies saying that it is not appropriate for younger audiences. Really,
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it is not appropriate for any audience. We should say with David: “I
will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that
turn aside; it shall not cleave to me” (Ps. 101:3). May we hate sin and
not be entertained by it (Amos 5:15). “The hearing ear, and the seeing
eye, the Lord hath made even both of them” (Pro. 20:12). Since God
made the eyes and ears of all, He can regulate what those eyes are to
see and what those ears are to hear. Do not willingly allow sin to enter
them. What we see and hear affects us. Therefore, Solomon admon-
ished: “Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from
the words of knowledge” (Pro. 19:27). In interpreting the Parable of the
Sower, Jesus explained that the choking thorns consisted of “the cares
of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other
things entering in” (Mk. 4:19). Movies one watches and music he
listens to can be a thorn that causes the Word to become unfruitful in
his life. How can one possibly “keep [himself] pure” (1 Tim. 5:22)
when he allows filth to enter his mind? Choose entertainment that will
help you to think on that which is true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of
good report, virtuous and praiseworthy (Phil. 4:8). Only then can your
heart be guarded (Phil. 4:7).
Disrespect for Parents

One of Satan’s chief ploys with young people is deceiving them
into believing that they know what is best for themselves and, conse-
quently, causing them to rebel against their parents. However, youth
means that one is deprived of wisdom and not that one is filled with it.
“For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing” (Job 8:9). Solomon
understood this and, therefore, said to God: “I am but a little child: I
know not how to go out or come in” (1 Kgs. 3:7). God wisely ordained
that children be born into the world through a home consisting of a
father and a mother. The father and the mother are of necessity older
and thus possess some greater degree of wisdom than their children.
Job said that there is “in length of days understanding” (Job 12:12). The
parents are to “train up” their children (Pro. 22:6) “in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Both are to teach their children.
“My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of
thy mother” (Pro. 1:8). “[T]he father to the children shall make known
thy truth” (Isa. 38:19). The virtuous mother “openeth her mouth with
wisdom” (Pro. 31:26). Children are charged: “Children, obey your
parents in the Lord: for this is right” (Eph. 6:1). This command, which
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is the first of God’s laws to be taught to a child, comes with a promise
(Eph. 6:2). The promise is: “That it may be well with thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:3). Jesus respected this arrange-
ment. Though He initially created man (Jn. 1:3), and eternally preceded
all men (Jn. 8:58), when He was “born of a woman” (Gal. 4:4, ASV)
He made Himself “subject” to her and to Joseph (Lk. 2:51). Some
children are “stubborn and rebellious” and “will not obey” their parents
(Deut. 21:20). Paul said that the “the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against” those who are “disobedient to parents” (Rom. 1:18,
30). Solomon pleaded: “My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes
observe my ways” (Pro. 23:26). May all young people obey the words
of, and follow the example of, righteous parents and thereby be
protected from Satan’s snare.

HOW YOUNG PEOPLE CAN OVERCOME SATAN
Young people do not have to be casualties in Satan’s war (Rev.

12:17). The aged apostle John said: “I have written unto you, young
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and
ye have overcome the wicked one” (1 Jn. 2:14). Young people can
conduct themselves in a way that the “wicked one toucheth [them] not”
(1 Jn. 5:18). Satan, though powerful, is not all-powerful. “[G]reater is
he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 Jn. 4:4). “Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). To Cain, God said: “If thou
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin
lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule
over him” (Gen. 4:7). Cain did not repent of his unauthorized worship
and neither did he choose to rule over sin. Rather, he continued in his
evil works and made himself a child of the Wicked One (1 Jn. 3:12).
However, this does not have to be the lot of young people. Consider
how they can overcome Satan.

First, young people can overcome Satan by learning and applying
the Bible. John taught this in 1 John 2:14. It was because the Word of
God was abiding in those young people that they overcame Satan. The
Psalmist wrote: “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by
taking heed thereto according to thy word ... Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Ps. 119:9, 11). When
Paul described “the whole armour of God” through which one can
“stand against the wiles of the devil,” he identified the only offensive
component of it as “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”
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(Eph. 6:11, 17). Through skillfully handling the Spirit’s sword (cf.
2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 5:13), like Jesus did in thrice quoting Scripture to the
devil (Mt. 4:1-11), one can cause the devil to flee “for a season” (Lk.
4:13). Any ignorance that exists relative to God’s Word is willful
(2 Pet. 3:5). God has blessed us with abundant access to the Scriptures
(1 Pet. 1:23-25). We should “read therein all the days of [our] life”
(Deut. 17:19). And be meditating upon it “day and night” (Ps. 1:2).
Hosea said: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hos.
4:6). If one does not know the Bible, Satan will destroy him. Make
learning God’s Word an even higher priority than your homework from
school (Mt. 6:33).

Second, young people can overcome Satan by realizing that no
temptation is too powerful for a Christian to resist. “There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). No superhuman temptations come our
way. They are all through the avenues of the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes and the pride of life (1 Jn. 2:16). Because God provides a
way out of every temptation, we can “sin not” (1 Jn. 2:1) and “rule
over” sin (Gen. 4:7). Peter rebuked Ananias in inquiring: “[W]hy hath
Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part
of the price of the land? ... why hast thou conceived this thing in thine
heart?” (Acts 5:3-4). Peter’s strong words prove that Satan only
overwhelms us when we let him. We can “withstand in the evil day”
(Eph. 6:13)—if we will.

Third, young people can overcome Satan by avoiding evil
associates. It is true that the church is to be influential (Mt. 5:13-16).
Jesus taught this truth by likening the church to leaven placed in dough
(Mt. 13:33). Just as leaven must contact the dough in order to cause it
to rise, the church must contact sinful society to influence it. Even so,
such should always be done while “considering thyself, lest thou also
be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). Our closest associates should not be sinners, but
Christians who can daily exhort us to be faithful (Heb. 3:13). Solomon
said: “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise: but a companion
of fools shall be destroyed” (Pro. 13:20). Solomon should have taught
that lesson to himself and not just to others (Rom. 2:21). He married
foreign women who “turned away his heart” (1 Kgs. 11:1, 3). “Be not
deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33).
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Do not think that a man like Jonadab is your friend. The subtle Jonadab
encouraged Amnon to sin in raping his half-sister (2 Sam. 13). A real
friend is one who will chastise you when you have sinned (Pro. 27:6)
and who will tell you the truth (Gal. 4:16).

Fourth, young people can overcome Satan by staying busy doing
good. Why did David commit adultery with Bethsheba? 2 Samuel 11:1
clearly states the reason—“And it came to pass, after the year was
expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab,
and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the
children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at
Jerusalem.” David did not keep himself busy doing what kings do and
consequently he did what kings should not do (cf. Pro. 31:3-4). It has
often been said that “an idle mind is the devil’s workshop.” “Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). Get so busy doing good that you do
not have time to do evil. If you will “Remember now thy Creator in the
days of thy youth” (Ecc. 12:1), then you will not turn “aside after
Satan” (1 Tim. 5:15). If you, like the young Jesus, will be about the
Father’s business (Lk. 2:49), then you will not be doing Satan’s
business.

Fifth, young people can overcome Satan by fervent prayer. In the
model prayer, Jesus taught the disciples to pray: “And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Mt. 6:13). In Gethsemane, Jesus
commanded the inner three: “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation” (Mt. 26:41). Paul closed his discussion of the whole armor
of God and warfare with Satan by saying: “Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints” (Eph. 6:18). It is hard to
sin when one has been pleading with God to help him resist temptation.

Sixth, young people can overcome Satan by remembering the
judgment of God. “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all these
things God will bring thee into judgment” (Ecc. 11:9). “For God shall
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil” (Ecc. 12:14). When one keeps in memory
that “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb.
10:31), and that “our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29), it is easy



Mike Hisaw 153

to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us”
(Heb. 12:1). Paul said:

Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made
manifest in your consciences (2 Cor. 5:9-11).

Note the connection between the judgment and the terror of God. This
caused Paul to labor for righteousness that he might have God’s
approval. Do not think that God is some overindulgent grandfather who
will never scold. No, there is severity with God and He will “show his
wrath” (Rom. 9:22; cf. 11:22). When God’s fear is in us, we will resist
sin (Ex. 20:20).

CONCLUSION
Young people, do not raise a white flag of surrender to the devil.

“Resist” him and be “stedfast in the faith” (1 Pet. 5:9). You can
“[overcome] him by the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 12:11).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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